Español 4 Course Expectations

Señor Mitchum

Phone:
 
847-532-6393 

E-mail: 

shawn.mitchum@d300.org
Web Page:
www.srmitchum.weebly.com
Available:
Before and after school in room 256
Goal

The goal of Spanish 4 is to increase knowledge of complex grammar concepts and apply them in conversations, debates, journal entries, essays, and other activties. Students will strengthen their listening comprehension through the use of technology and classroom interactions. In addition, students will read and analyze literary selections to improve their reading comprehension. Students will gain an appreciation for Mexican history through the study of the Aztec Civilization, as well as become familiarized with the artistic stylings of Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo.


Every day Required Materials
· Spanish 3 Years Workbook  
· 1-inch binder
· Store-Bought Dividers
· Spanish-English/English-Spanish Dictionary

· Paper

· Pencil
· Highlighters 

· Red Pen

Grading & Evaluation
· Your grade will be made up of the following categories:
· 50%  Performance Assessments (Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening)
· 30%  Non-performance assessments
· 20%  (Final Exam:  Speaking, Written, Scantron)
· Homework- You should expect to have homework daily. Completion of homework is essential for improvement and will be documented on Infinite Campus. However, no points will be given for completion of homework. When we go over homework in class, the expectation is that students are correcting their homework with a red pen.
· Students’ grades are updated every week on Infinite Campus.  I will not be giving out updated grades in class. At the beginning of the course, students will have a lesson on how to use Infinite Campus.  After that, students will be expected to check on their grades frequently so that they know what assignments, quizzes or tests that they may have missed. Infinite Campus: Students’ grades are updated every week on Infinite Campus.  I will not be giving out updated grades in class.  

Your parents will be receiving regular emails from me regarding your grades and important information for class.  It is imperative that you check your email addresses in IC to make sure that they are current.

I highly encourage students and parents to use our technology!  Please check Infinite Campus often.  Also, please e-mail me for any reason.  Students should e-mail me with any questions so that I may help them.

· Please refer to the Student Handbook for the policy on makeup work. We will be following this policy in class. Please refer to the student or district handbooks for additional information about the attendance policies.

· If a student does not have his/her homework on the date that it is due, I will not accept the assignment late.  
· All quizzes and tests will be made up after school in room 259 with me.
· I highly encourage students and parents to use our technology!  Please check Infinite Campus often.  Also, please e-mail me for any reason.  Students should e-mail me with any questions so that I may help them.  If it’s complicated, I can always call you at home if you leave your number.

Classroom Rules
1.
Respect yourself, all others, and the learning environment.

2.
Online translators are strictly forbidden. Dictionaries are completely acceptable and encouraged.

3.
Inappropriate use of cell phones (texting, calling, listening to music, playing games, translating, browsing, etc.) is prohibited. 
4.
Use of I-pods is prohibited.

-      Consequences for noncompliance with these expectations may include:


1.
Teacher/Student conference


2.
Parent contact

3.
Detention with teacher

4.
Referral to the assistant principal
Expectations
Speaking: ALL STUDENTS are expected to speak Spanish from the time they cross the threshold of the door until they leave. All instruction will be in Spanish. Assessments of speaking may include, but are not limited to: 


Recordings in the lab / at home


Conversations in class


Debates


Answering Questions


Skits


Newscasts


General Speaking Activities

Practice makes perfect! Class time is our chance to be practicing Spanish so that we can perform well on assessments. If you don’t force yourself to speak Spanish, your assessment grades will suffer. If you are absent, talk to the teacher to make arrangements.

Writing: Students are expected to respond to in-class prompts and journal in Spanish. These writing samples will be used for self-correction to improve your writing skills. Certain prompts will be graded. If you are absent, these writing samples will be made-up just like tests and quizzes. Absolutely no technology will be used in writing samples. (Dictionaries only)

Listening: Possible listening comprehension activities include but are not limited to:


Podcasts


Authentic News Reports


Listening Activity CD

Reading: Advanced readings have been selected. Students will be expected to read and respond by answering questions, journaling, or some other sort of performance assessment.

Grammar and Vocabulary Tests: Just like in the first three levels of Spanish, we will have assessments that focus on grammar and vocabulary. They will primarily be paper and pencil tests. Conjuguemos.com will also be used for practice and assessment.

Topics in Spanish 4

Semester 1

Review 


All present tense


Compound words

Hotel Unit


Future and conditional tense


Geography of Mexico

Airport Unit


Adjectives


Pronunciation and syllabification


Present perfect tense

Final Exam

Semester 2

Hospital Unit


All perfect tenses


Por v. para


Frida Kahlo

Bank Unit


Present Subjunctive


Comparisons


Diego Rivera

News Unit


Imperfect Subjunctive


Sequence of tenses


Aztecs

Final Exam

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please sign below so that I know that you and your parent(s) or guardian(s) have read and understand the policies and expectations of my classroom.  
X______________________________________________________________________


Parent/ guardian printed name and signature
X______________________________________________________________________


Parent/guardian printed name and signature

X______________________________________________________________________


Student printed name and signature
